
1    Primary Source Material: The Frieze of American History

Landing of Columbus 
Christopher Columbus disembarks from the Santa Maria on a plank, greeted by Native Americans. This is the first of four scenes of Spanish conquest. 
Brumidi’s central figure seems to have been inspired by a statue of Columbus by Luigi Persico, which was then at the east central steps of the Capitol. (1492)



2    Primary Source Material: The Frieze of American History

Colonization of New England 
Early settlers cut and saw trees and use the lumber to construct a building, possibly a warehouse for their supplies. This is the first scene painted  
entirely by Costaggini.



3    Primary Source Material: The Frieze of American History

Discovery of Gold in California 
The discovery of gold at Sutter’s Mill set off the California gold rush of 1849. In this scene prospectors dig for gold with picks and shovels and pan for the 
precious metal. In the center three well-dressed men, possibly Sutter and two friends, carefully examine the contents of a prospector’s pan. This was the last 
scene designed by Brumidi and painted by Costaggini. (1848)


